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Can read a complex literary
extract about stream of
consciousness writing.

Can recognise and discuss
a variety of stylistic devices
and explain their uses in

literature.
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It was a Tuesday - no, a Wednesday -
when it started. Or was it? Maybe. |
couldn’t be sure anymore. All |
remember was that | had been
carrying a pen in my pocket which
burst and my favourite shirt was
ruined forever. | miss that shirt. It
wasn't even expensive but somehow
managed to be perfect in summer,
perfect in winter. It was perfect. My
perfect shirt. But my perfect shirt
wasn't going to help me now. | opened
the door and stepped inside.
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What is your favourite book?

Tell vour teacher
about your
favourite book.

How s jt Where/when is What js the
narrateq? it set? plot?
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What if...?

Consider again how your
favourite book is narrated. How
would the story change if
narrated by a different character
or by an independent narrator?
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Are you familiar with any of these narrative techniques?

third person second person

first person unreliable narrator
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What is stream of consciousness narration?

The short example at the beginning of this
lesson was written in a literary technique
called stream of consciousness. It is the
written equivalent of the narrator or
character's thought process, and attempts to
illustrate this on the page. It attempts to
imitate how the human mind works,
mimicking the stream of thoughts as they
flow through the mind.
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What is stream of consciousness narration?

Inside our brains, a stream of thoughts, memories
and reactions is constantly flowing. Normally, in
our day-to-day writing, we rarely transfer these
directly to the page, instead considering carefully
what should be retained and what should be
omitted. However, stream of consciousness
narration aims to avoid doing this.
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What is stream of consciousness narration?

But what kinds of things cross our minds throughout the day?
Consider your surroundings at this moment. Consider your senses:
what do you feel? See? Hear? Taste (maybe you are drinking coffee as
you read this)? These observations are intertwined with memories and
associations. Maybe you're being reminded of what you were doing the
last time you heard similar sounds, or remembering what you could
see the last time you drank a coffee.

Sometimes you cannot focus on one subject, and other things disturb
your thoughts. What about that meeting you had yesterday? The
person who stole your parking space this morning? In stream of
consciousness writing, all of these thoughts are transferred to the page.
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What is stream of consciousness narration?

Features typical of stream of consciousness
writing include unusual use of punctuation,
or even none at all, incomplete sentences,
fragmentation and no immediately
apparent direction to the text. It tends to
have a scattered yet flowing effect.

Although the thoughts may seem random,
the associations and the order in which the
narrator or character uses them can tell us a
lot about their thought process. Stream of
consciousness narration is an important tool
for character development.
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New vocabulary

The following words all appear in the text you have just read.
Do you know what they mean? Discuss their definitions with
your teacher.

to illustrate to mimic to be retained
to cross
to be omitted someone’s intertwined
mind
) character
fragmentation scattered

development
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Discuss the questions

Think about the text you have just read and discuss the questions
below.

Does this form of narration have a practical use? Explain
your answer.

Do you ever use it in your day-to-day life? If not, what do
you do instead?

Are you familiar with any literature which uses this
narrative technique?
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Word association

What do you think about when you hear the words below?

You have one minute to talk about each. There is no right or
wrong answer - just keep talking for one minute. Try not to
stop to think.

gloomy wealth spacious
time apocalyptic sparkle
ancient cave deliberate
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Get ready to listen

The next few slides will focus on
training your listening comprehension
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Listen and categorise

This text jumps around quite a lot. As you listen, sort each word below
into one of two lists: themes which are talked about and themes which

aren‘t.
/Ol/
. . . e
cunshin€ Spr\ng‘ume
time
music
birds exhaustion SMile
memories food Weather . .
nationality
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What did you think?

What did you think when you heard this text?

What is the text What structure
about? does it follow?
How do you
What do we learn think the writer
about the felt about the
narrator? person’s

disappearance?
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Tone and feeling

Think about the text you just heard. What kind of feelings and
emotions did you notice? What was the tone and style like?

Use the words below for inspiration.

It struck me as...

reflective energetic
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How do you think the story continues?

How do you think the narrator’'s thoughts continue?
You can use the ideas below as inspiration or think of your own.

reg
ppearanCe Storm

betraya/
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Creative writing

Imagine you are one
of the people below.
Using the stream of
consciousness
narrative style,
write a short
paragraph detailing
your thoughts.
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Give your opinion

Do you think that stream
of consciousness is an
effective form of
narration?

Would you read something
in this style?
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Reflect on the lesson

Take a moment to review any new
vocabulary, phrases, language
structures or grammar points you have
come across for the first time in this
lesson.

Review them with your teacher one more
time to make sure you don't forget!
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Evaluate the lesson

O

What did you find most interesting about this lesson?
What did you dislike about it?

+
-
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Re-write a favourite scene

Choose your favourite character from a novel or film and re-
write a short part in stream of consciousness narration.

Stuck for ideas? How about Amelie Poulain? Harry Potter? Sansa Stark?

OO0 0 0 00 00 00 0 0 O
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About this material

This material is provided by /

lingoda

lingoda \Who are we?

(& Why learn English online?

8%% What kinds of English classes do we offer?
@ Who are our English teachers?

How do our English certificates work?

We also have a language blog!
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